April Anderson

Case Study #1


 Mrs. Christiansen's 7th Grade Science classes are all rather well behaved. In fact, at the start, I was unable to identify any students that would be good candidates for this assignment. From a list of five possible candidates that she provided, I was able to narrow the list down to two. This first Case Study will focus on 'Student E' who is in her fifth period class which takes place immediately after lunch.


Student E is a tall, Hispanic male. He appears older than the other students in class. He seems happy, energetic, optimistic, and friendly. He reads and writes well and is not serviced by an IEP.  He speaks fluent English without an accent and has no communication problems or apparent literacy issues. After observing Student E for a few days, it seemed that he was suggested for the study because of his high energy. He's fidgety, talkative and craves attention, however he's willing and motivated to get his work done and settles down with minor redirection. 


When using the ABCD Tally form, I noticed that all of my tally marks for his behavior appear in either the Breaking the Rules or the Disengagement sections. I wasn't surprised that there weren't tally marks under Aggression or Confrontation. Student E is pleasant to have in class, he just requires some additional attention to settle down and stay on task.


Once I decided to focus on Student E for this Case Study, I decided to casually visit with him in the hall as the class lined up outside the door before class. I asked if he was related to another student I had taught several years earlier who had the same name and look. He answered 'No', but seemed interested in the fact that I had 'noticed' him. That same day in class he seemed to raise his hand more often for me to come around and help. After working with him several times that day, I realized that he really didn't need the extra help or clarification, but he liked the individual attention. What he needed from me was confirmation or validation that he was on the right track and completing the assignment to my satisfaction. The next week before I was able to  visit with him before class, he approached me first during lunch and remarked, “Oh that's right, It's Tuesday! You're here again. I keep forgetting it's Tuesday.” This opened the door to communication outside of the classroom on a more social level. I realized that I was laying the foundation for a positive relationship which is the first step to preventing behavior or academic problems with students.


Student E's attention-getting antics won't magically disappear, however, because I have taken an interest in him personally; all that's really required for Student E to not disrupt the class is close proximity and an occasional glance to let him know that I notice him. I was feeling quite confident that Student E's behavior was improving until last Tuesday when he entered the class making 'beeping' noises. I ignored the behavior for a time because I was with another student, but soon I noticed that others were 'echoing' the beeping sounds. I casually walked toward Student E and asked him how he was doing and if he played soccer (he was wearing a soccer jersey). I didn't draw attention to the 'beeping' and I didn't have to ask him to stop, but he did and the other students around him did also. 


Student E needs attention. He possibly doesn't receive much healthy interaction from adults. I don't think that Student E will improve his behavior on his own without being prompted. His energy is part of his personality and need for attention. After discussing Student E and his needs with Mrs. Christiansen, she confirmed that the issue of attention is valid. She shared that she's only communicated with his aunt, not his mother, and that there is a possibility that his home life may be less than ideal. Knowing this and watching Student E in class, I've determined that establishing a healthy relationship with him is key. I believe the proximity and the continued dialog can prevent his behavior from becoming a distraction or a problem to the rest of the class. 
